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THE ATTITUDE OF GENERAL JOHN A. LOGAN 
ON THE QUESTION OF SECESSION IN 1861. 



By Halbert J. Strawn, Albion, His. 

It would seem that after four years of gallant service 
in the Union army, coupled with the valuable services in 
rallying the people of Southern Illinois to the cause of 
the Union, and his long service after the close of the 
great conflict in uniting and cementing the Union, that no 
question would be raised at this late date as to the atti- 
tude of General John A. Logan on the question of seces- 
sion in 1861, and yet within the past few months, while in 
conversation with an official of the state of Florida, he 
said with a sneer, "even the idol of Illinois, John A. 
Logan, did not know what side of the cause he would es- 
pouse until after he raised his regiment, and then decided 
his course by the flip of a quarter/ ' 

This statement recalled to my mind a conversation had 
with Mr. Charles Stewart of Albion, Illinois, in 1872, 
when politics and political feeling ran high, and a great 
many people could not forgive General Logan for his 
change in political front, and charges like the above were 
being made by many people. Mr. Stewart's statement 
was this, "In 1861, just after the battle of Bull Kun I had 
occasion to visit Washington on a business mission. My 
business was with the commissary general of the army, 
and I naturally called on John A. Logan, our congress- 
man, to go with me to the commissary general. 

This he did and after we had finished our business, 

General Logan drove me around the city, pointing out the 

places of interest and the residences of many prominent 
men. He said to me, "many of these people are living 
here under the protection of the government and at the 
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same time rendering aid and assistance to the enemy. 
I tell you there is only one course for a patriot to pursue, 
that is to support the Union ; I am going home and raise 
a regiment.' ' 

Logan went home, raised a regiment and his subsequent 
career is a matter of history. No volunteer officer 
achieved greater and few equal fame. Mr. Stewart is 
now an old man, and on my return from Florida, I called 
on him and he repeated the same statement made to me 
in 1872. 



